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Testimony to Joint Committee on Environment and Natural Resources
in support of
Battery stewardship H968, S556, and Paint stewardship H886, S647
May 19, 2025

I’'ve worked for the solid waste managers of our eighteen Member Towns as the South Shore

Recycling Cooperative’s Executive Director since 1998. Our Board enthusiastically supports
product stewardship bills covering batteries (H968, S556) and paint (H886, S647).

Batteries

Batteries continue to hold a charge even after
they are considered “dead”. Lithium batteries
pose the highest risk of starting an intense fire if
damaged. Improper battery disposal, which is the
norm, causes fires just about weekly at disposal

and recycling facilities, including one that shut

down a major recycling facility in Avon for several weeks last July, and at two of our Member
towns’ transfer stations since October. This danger puts workers at all phases of collection and
processing of waste at risk of injury and death, and caused massive property damage that has
resulted in big insurance premium increases for such facilities.

Materials In batteries are both valuable and in high demand (steel, lithium, zinc), and hazardous
(lead, cadmium, mercury). Mining and manufacturing them destroys habitats, requires at least
fifty times more energy than the batteries deliver, and emits large amounts of greenhouse
gases and other pollutants. Yet few are captured for recycling.

An Act Establishing a Lithium-ion Battery Stewardship Program actually covers all batteries up
to 25 Ibs. This is prudent, because batteries with different chemistries can look identical,
making it difficult to discern which are lithium and which are alkaline, nickel metal hydride, etc.
And all of them contain recyclable materials that would reduce the need to extract the minerals
and fossil fuels required to make new ones.

The battery industry is contributing to the solution by providing convenient recycling access for
their products in states that have enacted this legislation. Now it’s up to the Mass. Legislature
to put the statute in place to enable that to happen here, as it has in Vermont, DC, California,
Washington, New jersey and Colorado.


https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H968
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S556
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H886
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S647
https://ssrcoop.info/town-programs/
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H968
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S556
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/H886
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/194/S647
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Paint

An Act Relative to Paint Recycling, is a bill without a
downside. Supported by the paint industry, most paint
and hardware retailers, the solid waste departments of
our eighteen Member towns and several environmental
organizations, this bill would:

e relieve consumers of difficulties properly disposing

of leftover paint,
e save municipalities the high cost of managing it as both hazardous and conventional waste
e prevent pollution and conserve resources and energy used to make and dispose paint, and

e support a Women Owned Small Business in Hanover (Recolor Paints) that has been
successfully recycling leftover latex paint for 16 years.

A paint stewardship organization, PaintCare, operates similar programs in all our neighboring
states except NH, and seven others in the US. By 2021 it had kept 50 million gallons of leftover

paint out of US landfills. It is funded through a small advance recovery fee (~$1/gal) on new
cans of paint, and covers oil and water-based paint, stain, polyurethanes, deck sealers and
spray paint.

The South Shore Recycling Cooperative Board has supported paint stewardship legislation since
it was first introduced in 2013. Passage would simplify our programs, save our towns money,
and make proper paint disposal and recycling vastly more convenient for our residents.

We urge you to report these bills out favorably.
Thank you for taking the time to read this testimony.

Respectfully submitted,
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Claire Galkowski, Executive Director

South Shore Recycling Cooperative
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https://recolorpaints.com/
https://www.paintcare.org/news?_categories=paintcare-news

