Passing the Producer
Responsibility bill, S571 for
containers, packaging, and
paper, Massachusetts can:

REDUCE UNNECESSARY
PACKAGING, INCREASE

RECYCLING, & SAVE
*  MUNICIPALITIES MONEY

A PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY SYSTEM FOR CONTAINERS,

Reduce wasteful,
non-recyclable and
unnecessary packaging
and unwanted mail.

Save local governments
money by reimbursing
some of their recycling

program costs, and re-
ducing disposal costs.

PACKAGING, AND PAPER WILL:

&

. . . Provide recyclihg access
Create financial incentives for all MA residents. in-
)

for companies to use more cluding those living in

recyclable materials with apartments, dormitories
more recycled content. and rural areas.

Increase our recycling
rates, and reduce

disposal and climate pollu-
tion from making and mov-
ing covered materials.

Support Mass. businesses by
creating a more resilient
domestic supply of raw
materials to make new
products.

Recycling prevents three tons of climate pollution for every ton recycled.

-U.S. EPA https://tinyurl.com/mwzsfbea


https://www.epa.gov/sites/default/files/2020-12/documents/warm_management_practices_v15_10-29-2020.pdf

HOW A PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY SYSTEM WILL WORK
e Companies that produce printed paper (flyers, mailings, ...), and sell/deliver packaged
products in Massachusetts will be required to pay the costs to recycle those materials.

e The companies form an independent non-profit, called a “Producer Responsibility
Organization” (PRO), to coordinate, fund and manage the program.

e Companies pay fees to the PRO based on the amount & types of packaging used.

e The PRO uses these funds to reimburse local governments & private haulers for some of
the costs to run convenient recycling programs for residents, schools & small busi
nesses.

e MassDEP oversees the PRO, with input from a stakeholder advisory committee. It sets
fees, and ensures that reduction & recycling goals are met.

e The PRO will also pay for consumer education, infrastructure improvements, and government
oversight of the program.

PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY IS A PROVEN SOLUTION

Over 40 countries have reduced waste with Producer Responsibility policies for containers and
packaging materials. And, seven states (ME, OR, CA, CO, MN, MD and WA) adopted the first US
policies for packaging since 2021.

WILL THIS INCREASE COSTS FOR CONSUMERS?

Producer Responsibility programs are in place in dozens of countries and provinces. Some have
in place for nearly three decades. There is no evidence to show that Producer Responsibility
programs led to an increase in consumer prices, based on research on similar programs
throughout Canada and Europe.

PRODUCER RESPONSIBILITY STRENGTHENS SUPPLY CHAINS

Businesses have faced massive disruptions in global supply chains, and struggle to source
the metal, paper, plastic, and glass needed to make new packaging and products.
Meanwhile Massachusetts buries or incinerates more than 1.1 million tons of the materials
covered by this legislation every year. By recycling more, we can create a reliable domestic
supply of materials to make new products. Over 100 global companies have publicly
stated their broad support for Producer Responsibility policies to increase recycling,
reduce plastic pollution, and help strengthen local economies.

Producer Responsibility in Massachusetts has support from local governments, Massachusetts
Municipal Association, the Metropolitan Area Planning Council, environmental groups, and many
more. For more information, please contact:

Waneta Trabert Claire Galkowski
Massachusetts Product Stewardship Council Executive Director
(MassPSC)

South Shore Recycling Cooperative

City of Newton director@ssrcoop.info

wtrabert@newtonma.gov

Learn more at
massrecycle.org/initiatives-events/massachusetts-product-stewardship-council/
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