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4,300,000 disposed MSW 2019 * 21.1% paper products in trash= 907,300 tons of paper 

products disposed in Mass. 

630,000 tons paper, OCC, bottles and containers recovered * 62% paper, OCC in recycling = 

390,600 tons paper products recovered in Mass. 

907,300 tons disposed + 390,300 tons recovered = 1,297,600 tons of paper products consumed 

in Mass. (excluding paper which is managed in wastewater systems) 

390,600 tons recovered / 1,297,600 tons generated = 30.1% of paper products recovered in 

Mass.  

 

Background and references:  

Massachusetts’ five municipal waste combustors are required to conduct comprehensive waste 

characterization studies every 3 years. Mass. Waste Characterization Study data 

Mass. Waste Characterization Study methodology 

Combined, they received 62% of the 4.7 million tons of MSW generated in Mass. in 2021-22.  

See MassDEP 2022 Solid Waste Update, Table 2.  

These studies indicated that 21.1% of incoming MSW is comprised of paper products. 

The 2019 Mass. Materials Management Capacity Study commissioned by MassDEP indicates 

that in 2017, Mass. material recovery facilities, which presumably receive the vast majority of 

in-state generated recyclables, processed 690K tons of paper, cardboard, bottles and containers.  

Waste Management, the Northeast Recycling Council, and figures from 8 municipal transfer 

stations whose resident pre-sort recyclables fairly agree that the prevalence of paper and 

cardboard in the recycling stream at between 60.0% and 63.8%. 

https://www.mass.gov/doc/summary-of-waste-combustor-class-ii-recycling-program-waste-characterization-studies/download?_gl=1*e074iu*_ga*NTkxNDMxMTUyLjE2OTQ0Njk2MTU.*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTcwMzAyNTkwMi44LjEuMTcwMzAyNTk5OC4wLjAuMA..&_ga=2.236268233.996383304.1703007837-591431152.1694469615
https://www.mass.gov/doc/class-ii-recycling-program-waste-characterization-study/download?_gl=1*q4muv9*_ga*NTkxNDMxMTUyLjE2OTQ0Njk2MTU.*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTcwMzAyNTkwMi44LjEuMTcwMzAyNjMwMi4wLjAuMA..&_ga=2.244670541.996383304.1703007837-591431152.1694469615
https://www.mass.gov/doc/2022-solid-waste-data-update/download
https://www.mass.gov/doc/massachusetts-materials-management-capacity-study-february-2019/download?_ga=2.69938392.996383304.1703007837-591431152.1694469615&_gl=1*akkkx4*_ga*NTkxNDMxMTUyLjE2OTQ0Njk2MTU.*_ga_MCLPEGW7WM*MTcwMzAyNTkwMi44LjEuMTcwMzAyNzI5MS4wLjAuMA..
https://nerc.org/documents/MRF%20Blended%20Commodity%20Values%20in%20the%20Northeast%20February%202021.pdf

