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Meeting of the South Shore Recycling Cooperative, May 6, 2020, Zoom Meeting 

Accepted June 17, 2020 

Chairman Brown called the meeting to order at 9:05 AM and asked the members to introduce 

themselves. Attendees: 

  Town  

Abington  Angela Dahlstrom* 

Cohasset  Merle Brown* 

Duxbury  No attendee 

Hanover  Kurt Kelley* 

Hanson  Arlene Dias* 

Hingham  No attendee 

Hull   No attendee 

Kingston  Jean Landis Naumann* 

 Middleboro  No attendee 

Norwell  Vicky Spillane* 

Pembroke  Angela Sestito* 

 Plymouth  No attendee 

Rockland  No attendee 

Scituate  No attendee 

Weymouth  No attendee 

Whitman  No attendee 

Mass DEP  Ellie Donovan 

   Todd Koep 

SSRC   Claire Galkowski 

Good Point Recycling Robin Ingenthron 

 (*Appointed Board Representatives)      

 

Robin Ingenthron of Good Point Recycling spoke to the group about the services his company offers 

in recycling electronics.  They are R2 Certified, and have locations in Middlebury, VT and Brockton, 

MA.  He reported that lithium batteries in electronics have now become problematic and dangerous, 

especially for companies that shred equipment rather than disassembling.  GPR disassembles 
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electronics and sells the components.  They expect to be listed on the State contracts soon and will 

offer lower costs to SSRC members. He quoted 23c/lb plus a $75 transportation charge. 

He also explained that 80% of retired solar panels are reusable, especially in areas with more sunlight. 

Most can provide power in developing countries for decades more.  The demand for these panels is 

great but lack of staffing limits the number they can process at this time. 

Robin offered a tour of the Brockton facility. 

The minutes of the January 16, 2020 meeting were approved. 

Todd Koep spoke about the DEP grant application that needs to be completed by June 10.  He 

reminded towns to document that Buy Recycled Policy reminder emails were sent to department 

heads.  Both he and Claire offered to assist member towns with the grant requests.  

Claire has prepared a spreadsheet of Recycling Dividend Program (RDP) points earned by towns in the 

SSRC and is sending to each town to check for accuracy. This was followed by a discussion of 

outreach venues for RDP points. Bay State Textiles paid for ads on WATD. Arlene suggested working 

with one local cable TV group and preparing a video that could be shared with other cable TV 

networks.  Arlene and Angela volunteered to work on this. 

Merle asked that members volunteer to serve on the nominating committee.  As he will be stepping 

down, candidates are needed for President.  Angela volunteered to serve on this committee. 

Claire presented her executive director report. Claire asked the members to consider adopting MGL 

Chapter 32 B, which would allow the SSRC to offer health insurance to Claire.  Jean volunteered to 

look into this. Claire needs health insurance as of July 1 and would prefer MIIA insurance.  She stated 

she is willing to take a pay cut to finance the SSRC portion of the premium. 

Claire is studying Recycling Cost Containment. She has reviewed the costs for single-stream towns 

and has found undocumented price increases from Waste Management as they switched from using 

index passed pricing to “actual value”.  She convened a meeting attended by 14 municipalities both in 

and outside the SSRC last month to discuss.  She is working on a letter to DEP Commissioner Suuberg 

asking that MRFs be monitored more closely, and seeking municipal co-signers by May 12.  

Claire asked that members review her most recent updates document that covers 4 months. She 

reported that the DEP is asking for comments on proposed updates to the regulations.  She will 

participate in a regulatory review.  She believes there is a need for more thorough reporting that 

includes documentation of commodity composition used to determine blended value. 

She reported that Bay State Textiles is receiving many toys in their collection boxes and is looking to 

pilot with a member town to set up a pilot box for toys. 

Next meeting is scheduled for June 17 in Kingston. 

The meeting adjourned at 10:37 AM. 

 

 

Submitted by Jean Landis Naumann 

 


