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TO:  Joint Committee on Environment, Natural Resources and Agriculture 

FROM Claire Galkowski, Executive Director, south Shore Recycling Cooperative 

DATE:  July 19, 2019 

RE:  Support for H810, An Act Relative to Extended Producer Responsibility 

 

The South Shore Recycling Cooperative Board, representing the solid waste programs of its 

sixteen Member Towns, has steadfastly voted to support legislation that shifts some 

responsibility for managing end of life consumer products from municipal governments to the 

producers that encourage and profit from their sale.  

The cost of disposal for most products is currently externalized, not included in the purchase 

price as part of its true cost.  Municipalities, their tax- and fee-payers are then charged with 

managing the mess responsibly.  Residents are often surprised to learn that there is a cost 

associated with properly disposing of many things they bought.  This can result in anger toward 

municipal staff who give them the bad news, and illegal dumping.  And that’s not all: 

• Disposal and recycling capacity for many products are shrinking in our region. We are in the 

second year of a recycling crisis, and headed into a disposal capacity crisis right now, as you 

will see when the MassDEP 2020-2030 solid Waste Master Plan is released. 

• Costs have risen sharply in recent years for many types of waste, including electronics, 

paper, plastic, glass, and hazardous waste.   

o Single stream recyclables, which consists mostly of packaging and printed materials, 

now cost more to sort, bale and sell (or give away) than disposed waste due to 

China’s embargo. In my 25 years in the business, I have never seen recycling market 

conditions in as big a hole, and for such a long time, as they are now.   

o Disposal costs are poised to rise soon due to landfill closures, and again surpass 

recycling costs. 

• Markets for handling hazardous waste (paint, gasoline, pesticides,…), glass, propane tanks, 

and paper have suffered disruptions, resulting in fewer and more costly outlets.   

o There is more demand than service availability for local household hazardous waste 

collections, as major players raise rates and contemplate exiting the market.  

o The closure of the Ardagh Bottling Plant in Milford last year, which had been the 

destination of most of our glass, exacerbated the single stream situation.   
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o We only have one outlet for small propane tanks, and a different, more distant one for 

larger tanks.  Neither is reliable. 

• The types of waste residents expect their municipalities to handle continues to grow.  New 

products are developed without any thought to their disposal.  Just walk into any supermarket 

or home improvement store.  Our municipalities will be tasked with managing a great deal of 

that material, with no help from their sources. 

• Residents are increasingly confused about how to properly dispose of many products they are 

enticed to buy when they no longer want or need them.  They get angry at the municipality 

when they have to pay to dispose items such as TVs and mattresses. 

All these factors present budget and operational challenges for our solid waste programs.  

MassDEP, the SSRC and our Member Towns have been committing significant resources to 

educating our residents about proper recycling.  But we can’t recycle our way out of this crisis.  

Passing producer responsibility laws in Massachusetts has been tried without much success for 

over 2 decades. A comprehensive look at how a shift in costs would impact waste volumes, 

recyclability and recycled content of products, and who pays for what is sorely needed, as well as 

a PLAN.  If passed, H810 would be an important step in understanding the dynamics of 

consumption and waste patterns, and how a reassignment of costs would incentivize a more 

sustainable circular economy.    

It is only fair that the industries that produce and profit from what they sell step up and share the 

responsibility for its disposal.  Many states have passed paint and electronic waste stewardship 

laws.  Industry supported mattress stewardship laws are also gaining ground.  EU countries and 

several Canadian provinces have packaging stewardship programs in place. California, Maine, 

and Connecticut have taken up the issue in recent months.  Massachusetts should be a leader in 

this long overdue paradigm shift.  

Please report H810 out favorably.  And thank you for your time and attention to this urgent 

matter. 

 

Sincerely,  

 
Claire L. Galkowski, Executive Director 

South Shore Recycling Cooperative 
. 
Cc:  Rep. Paul McMurtry 

Rep. Jonathan Hecht 

Sen. Michael Rush 

Rep. Josh Cutler 

Rep. David DeCoste 

Rep. Geoff Diehl 

Rep. Ronald Mariano 

Rep. Joan Meschino 

Rep. Matthew Muratore 

Rep. James Murphy 

Sen. Michael Brady 

Sen. Vinnie DeMacedo 

Sen. John Keenan 

Sen. Patrick O’Connor 

Sen., Marc Pacheco

https://malegislature.gov/Events/Hearings/Detail/3222


 

Source Reduction:  Eliminating the envelope saved time, money and resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


