


Whatôs in our trash?

Paper/cardboard Yard waste     Food Scraps Plastics Metals Glass

31.0% 13.2% 12.7% 12.0% 8.4% 4.9%

Everything else:  17.8%

Source: EPA  Municipal Solid Waste Generation, Recycling and Disposal in the 

U.S.: Facts and Figures 2008, Fig. 5



SSRCôs mission

·help its member towns minimize the quantity, 
toxicity and cost of disposal  (ñZero Wasteò)

·put discards to highest use

·Member towns:  

Abington     Cohasset      Duxbury       Hanover

Hanson           Hingham           Kingston 

Norwell           Plymouth           Rockland

Scituate         Weymouth          Whitman



Covanta SEMASS

·SEMASS is an Energy from Waste facility

·Trash is used as a fuel to make electricity

·We process over 1MM tons of post 

recycled trash per year

·We produce 590,000 megawatts of 

recovered energy



Half of Mass. trash (~3 M TPY)

- Double lined in Mass.; covered daily

- No material recovery 

- Little decomposition

- Methane produced

- Dissipates

- Flared

- Power generation

Disposal: Landfill


