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Marshfield Fair makes a habit of recycling
Since 2004, the Marshfield Fair has recovered over 60 tons of materials that are too good for the trash:  valuable cardboard, bottles, cans and food waste. This year’s haul was 3.7 tons, about 10% of the Fair’s total waste.
What started as a grant project run by the South Shore Recycling Cooperative and MassDEP has become a normal part of Fair operations.  It has succeeded over the years thanks to the efforts and cooperation of staff, volunteers, vendors and Fairgoers.  
The Fair’s Grounds Crew, under the direction of Kenny Roderick, make a separate trip each morning to collect and deliver the recyclables to separate roll-offs, donated by Mike Del Prete, Jr. Hauling.
MassDEP’s Ann McGovern volunteers every day for two weeks to help set up, collect, and clean up. She coordinates a small army of dedicated volunteers, some from the South Shore Recycling Cooperative.  Ann also manages the compost system, which is available to other trained Fairground users throughout the year.  The finished compost is given away the following year to fairgoers who visit the exhibit under the grandstand.
The dozens of Fair vendors take the time to flatten their many cardboard boxes.  Some segregate their lemon rinds and food prep waste to feed the worms in the compost area.  The best recyclers proudly display the recycling ribbons they have earned over the years.  
And many thoughtful Fairgoers put their (usually) empty bottles and cans into the designated recycling bins and carts.
Dozens of SSRC recycling toters and bins stored at the Fairgrounds are available for loan to other South Shore towns and community groups for events.  Contact SSRC Executive Director Claire Galkowski  at 781-329-8318 to arrange.
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